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she and her mother had chosen them together. Charles retorted that such affairs were neither in her mother's power nor hers to settle. " Then she fell into a passionate discourse, how miserable she was, in having no power to place servants, and that business succeeded the worse for her recommendation; which, when I offered to answer, she would not so much as hear me. Then she went on saying she was not of such base quality to be used so ill. Then I made her both hear me and end that discourse." CharleSj in desperation, had decided to cut the knot of his difficulties. On August 7 he wrote a short note to Buckingham :
" I command you send all the French away to-morrow out of the town. If you can, by fair means (but stick not long in disputing) otherwise force them away ; driving them away like so many wild beasts, until you have shipped them ; and so the Devil go with them ! Let me hear no answer but of the performance of my command."
Buckingham carried out his orders, and the Queen's attendants, loudly protesting, were firmly conducted out of England. They were generously compensated with gifts by the King, but their ejection was another blow to the Anglo-French alliance. There had been a painful scene when Charles had taken his wife into an empty room and broken to her the news of her future isolation. She had smashed the window with her hands in an endeavour to bid a last farewell to her friends, and for several weeks after their departure she was in constant tears and low spirits. But the desperate remedy did in the end